SUMMARY OF REGULATORY SYSTEM FOR NGOS IN …………………………….
1. CREATING NGOS
	Estimates on the size and economic value of the NGO sector:


	Different types of NGOs that exist:


	Legal definition(s) of the different types of NGOs that exist:


	Requirements for creating an NGO: Must NGOs be incorporated (have a legal personality)? What regulations are there relating to the establishment of trusts/endowments? What restrictions are there on the right to create NGOs? What assistance, advice or guidance is available to help people create NGOs?



2. REGISTERING NGOS
	NGOs which are required to register and details of the agencies they must register with (including contact details):


	NGOs which may register voluntarily and details of the agencies they can register with (including contact details_:


	The registration process: What information must registering NGOs provide? What pre-registration scrutiny of NGOs is there? How much is the registration fee? How long does the process take?  What is the right of appeal if a registration application is refused? What is the penalty for failing to register as required? What incentives are there to encourage registration? What assistance, advice or guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in registering?



3. GOVERNANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR NGOS
	Requirements for governing documents: What type of governing document must different types of NGO have? What minimum requirements must a governing document include (e.g. governance requirements, management structures, objectives)? What assistance, advice guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in meeting governance requirements?


	What responsibilities and/or liabilities are imposed upon governing bodies of NGOs? 


	Regulations relating to payments and distribution of profits: What prohibitions on payments and/or benefits to members of governing bodies are there? What restrictions are there on the distribution of an NGOs’ profit/surplus? 



3. COLLECTING INFORMATION ON NGOS
	Collecting information: What information about NGOs is collected by government? Which NGOs are required to provide this information and how often? What agencies receive this information? What steps are taken to consolidate information gathered in different regions or by different agencies? What powers do government agencies or the courts have to make NGOs provide information? What assistance, guidance is provided to NGOs on requirements?


	Analysis of information: What analysis or monitoring of information is undertaken? What steps are taken to verify the accuracy of information provided? 


	Making information publicly available: What information held by government about NGOs is available to the public? What information are NGOs required to make available to the public? 



5. ACCOUNTABILITY AND ACCOUNTING
	Requirements and standards: What requirements to produce annual accounts and reports on activities apply NGOs? What accounting standards must accounts and/or reports meet? What auditing requirements are imposed on accounts and/or reports? What requirements are there to provide accounts/reports to government agencies? What requirements are there to make accounts/reports publicly available? What requirements to maintain bank accounts apply to NGOs? What book-keeping requirements apply to NGOs? What penalties are there for failing to meet any of the above requirements? What assistance, advice or guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in meeting these requirements?


	Analysis of information: What scrutiny of accounts or books can or do government agencies undertake? 



6. PREVENTING AND INVESTIGATING ABUSE
	Regulatory intervention: What powers do government agencies or the courts have to investigate abuse and in what circumstances can they be exercised? What rights to intervene in the management of an NGO do government agencies/the courts have? What powers do government agencies have to prosecute abuse? What powers do government agencies/the courts have to protect NGOs’ assets? What punishments and/or sanctions are available to government agencies or the courts? 


	Right of appeal: What right of appeal do NGOs or their officials have? How are funds seized or received from dissolved NGOs used?



7. REGULATIONS RELATING TO INCOME
	Tax exemptions: What tax exemptions are NGOs entitled to? What NGOs are eligible for tax exemption? What must an NGO do to get / retain tax exempt status? Can NGOs trade? 


	Trading: What special restrictions/rules are there on trading by NGOs? In what ways can NGOs fund-raise? 


	Fundraising: What special restrictions or rules are there on fund-raising? What restrictions or requirements are there on funds received from foreign sources? 


	NB: What assistance, advice or guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in meeting regulations relating to income?



