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How to Use this Template

This table is designed to illustrate a country’s NGO regulatory system. ‘NGO’ in this document means any non-governmental entity engaged in ‘good works’, including charitable, religious, educational, social or fraternal purposes. Normally their earnings or activities would not benefit any private individuals, and often they would be restricted from political activities. Different countries have different names and definitions, and one aim of this form is to highlight these differences. Please use the broadest definition of NGO when completing the form.  
All the questions are important, so please fill in all the boxes, even if the answer is ‘none’, and please provide as much information as possible. Feel free to attach documents. 
Please indicate how different regulations overlap or apply to different organisations in different circumstances. Please also highlight any gaps in the regulatory cover where it occurs. If there are a number of laws covering the same area of regulation, please feel free to fill in separate tables detailing the impact of each separate law. Similarly, if there is more than one regulator, separate forms can be filled in for each one. 
Please indicate if the legal requirements or powers available are not fully implemented, and why this is the case.
Example:
	
	Question
	Answer

	
	What NGOs are required to register? 
	a) Foundations are required to register with the Revenue Agency if their income is greater than $500 p.a. Foundations with an income below $500 are not required to register. Revenue Act 1988, S.5(1)]
b) Additionally, all incorporated organisations must register with the Securities and Exchange Commission [Companies Act 1995, Ss24-30]. 

c) No registration requirements for unincorporated NGOs or Societies. 

	
	What penalties are there for failing to register as required? 
	a) Foundations are subject to a maximum fine of $2000. Fines issued after two written warnings from Revenue Agency and a Court Hearing. In practice, no prosecutions are pursued due to lack of resources and political sensitivities in prosecuting NGOs.

b) There are no penalties for incorporated organisations that fail to register. 

	
	What is the level of compliance? 
	a) 14,000 Foundations – 62% of total

b) 3,700 incorporated organisations - Estimated 80% 

c) No figures available for Societies

	 
	Which NGOs may register voluntarily? 
	None  


A. Creating NGOs

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What different types of NGOs are there? 
	

	2
	What are the legal definition(s) of the different types of NGOs?
	

	3
	What NGOs are not included in the above definition(s)? 
	

	4
	Must NGOs be incorporated (have a legal personality)? 
	

	5
	What regulations are there relating to the establishment of trusts/endowments? 
	

	6
	What restrictions are there on the right to create NGOs?
	

	7
	Are any groups subject to particular restrictions when establishing NGOs (such as foreign nationals)?
	

	8
	What restrictions are there on the activities of an NGO that do not apply to other organisations?
	

	9
	What measures are there to encourage the establishment of NGOs? 
	

	10
	What assistance, advice or guidance is provided to help people create NGOs? 
	


B. Registering 

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Which NGOs are required to register? 
	

	2
	What is the level of compliance? 
	

	3
	Which NGOs may register voluntarily? 
	

	4
	What NGOs are not included in the registration process? 
	

	5
	With what agencies do NGOs register (either compulsorily or voluntarily)? 
	

	6
	How many registered NGOs are there? 
	

	7
	What is the registration process for NGOs? 
	

	8
	What information must registering NGOs provide? 
	

	9
	What pre-registration scrutiny of NGOs is there? 
	

	10
	How much is the registration fee? 
	

	11
	What is the right of appeal if a registration application is refused?
	

	12
	What is the penalty for failing to register as required? 
	

	13
	What incentives are there to encourage registration? 
	

	14 
	What assistance, advice or guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in registering? 
	


C. Information

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What information about NGOs is collected by government? 
	

	2
	What agencies receive this information? 
	

	3
	What NGOs are required to provide this information? 
	

	4
	What is the level of compliance with these requirements?  
	

	5
	What steps are taken to update information? 
	

	6
	Are NGOs required to disclose changes to key information? If yes, what information? 
	

	7
	What powers do government agencies or the courts have to make NGOs provide information? 
	

	8
	What analysis or monitoring of information is undertaken? 
	

	9
	What steps are taken to verify the accuracy of information provided? 
	

	10
	What powers are there to request or share information with government agencies or with foreign govs? 
	

	11
	What steps are taken to consolidate information gathered in different regions or by different agencies? 
	

	12
	What information held by gov about NGOs is available to the public? 
	

	13
	What information are NGOs required to make available to the public? 
	

	13
	What assistance, guidance is provided to NGOs on requirements? 
	


D. Governance

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What type of governing document must different types of NGO have?
	

	2
	What minimum requirements must a governing document include (e.g. governance requirements, management structures, objectives)?
	

	3
	What procedure must be followed when changing governing documents? 
	

	4
	What governance/management structures are imposed on different types of NGOs? 
	

	5
	What internal reporting or supervisory requirements must NGOs have? 
	

	6
	How is the governing body of NGOs defined? 
	

	6
	What responsibilities and/or liabilities are imposed upon governing bodies? 
	

	7
	What prohibitions on payments and/or benefits to members of governing bodies are there?
	

	8
	What prohibitions on self-dealing are there?
	

	9
	What restrictions are there on the distribution of an NGOs’ profit/surplus? 
	

	10
	What assistance, advice guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in meeting governance requirements? 
	


E. Accountability and accounting
	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What requirements to produce annual accounts apply NGOs?
	

	2
	What requirements to produce annual reports on activities apply to NGOs? 
	

	3
	What accounting standards must accounts and/or reports meet? 
	

	4
	What auditing requirements are imposed on accounts and/or reports? 
	

	5
	What requirements are there to provide accounts/reports to government agencies?  
	

	6
	What requirements are there to make accounts/reports publicly available? 
	

	7
	What requirements are there for different types of NGOs to account for their activities and actions to members or other stakeholders? 
	

	8
	What requirements to maintain bank accounts apply to NGOs? 
	

	9
	What book-keeping requirements apply to NGOs? 
	

	10
	What scrutiny of accounts or books can or do government agencies undertake? 
	

	11
	What inspection of an NGOs’ activities can or do government agencies undertake?
	

	12
	What penalties are there for failing to meet any of the above requirements? 
	

	13
	What assistance, advice or guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in meeting these requirements? 
	


F. Preventing and investigating abuse
	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What tools are available to government agencies to help them detect abuse of NGOs? 
	

	2
	What powers do government agencies or the courts have to investigate abuse? 
	

	3
	What rights to intervene in the management of an NGO do government agencies/the courts have?
	

	4
	What powers do government agencies have to prosecute abuse? 
	

	5
	What powers do government agencies/the courts have to protect NGOs’ assets?
	

	6
	What punishments and/or sanctions are available to government agencies or the courts? 
	

	7
	In what circumstances can government agencies/the courts exercise the above powers? 
	

	8
	What right of appeal do NGOs or their officials have?
	

	9
	How are funds seized or received from dissolved NGOs used? 
	


G. Income
	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What exemptions from income tax are NGOs entitled to? 
	

	2
	What exemptions from sales tax and/or customs duties are NGOs entitled to?
	

	3
	What tax relief or credit is available on donations to NGOs?
	

	4
	What other tax exemptions are NGOs entitled to?
	

	5
	What NGOs are eligible for tax exemption? 
	

	6
	How many NGOs receive tax exemption?  
	

	7
	What must an NGO do to get tax exempt status?
	

	8
	What must an NGO do to keep its tax exempt status? 
	

	9
	Can NGOs trade?
	

	10
	What special restrictions/rules are there on trading by NGOs?
	

	11
	What restrictions are there on the use of profits from trading? 
	

	11
	In what ways can NGOs fund-raise?
	

	12
	What special restrictions or rules are there on fund-raising? 
	

	13
	What restrictions or requirements are there on funds received from foreign sources?
	 

	14
	What assistance, advice or guidance is provided to NGOs to assist them in meeting regulations relating to income? 
	


