Quick questionnaire on the NGO Regulatory System in the Sultanate of Oman
	
	Question
	Response

	1
	Is there a legal definition of an NGO (association, society, foundation etc)? 

What is the name/year of the main NGO law.

 
	Yes there is a legal definition for an NGO. The law pertaining to NGOs passed by a Sultanate Decree No. 14/2000 dated 13/2/2000 has defined a Society thus: “Any group with constant regulation made up of a number of natural persons for a non-profit  purpose. It aims to carry out a social, cultural or charitable activity. This includeds charitable Funds, Societies and social and cultural clubs as well as those established by private authorities, companies or organisations, whatever nomenclature it is given, even if physical sport is amongst its activities provided this sport is not the main activity of the Society or the Club.

	2
	Registering

Must NGOs register by law or is registration voluntary?

Which agency/ies register(s) NGOs?
	Yes, NGOs must register in accordance with the law governing NGOs. The Society may not begin its activity before it is registered or proclaimed.



	3
	What are the requirements of registration? 

What are the benefits (if any) of registration?

 
	A Society must have a written constitution signed by the founders who should not be less than twenty people.

Benefits of registration: Societies can operate legally, they are subject to monitoring which makes it easier for them to rectify the situation if they are operating illegally and it provides them protection.

	4
	Please estimate current numbers of registered NGOs (all types). 

	1. There are 7 charitable societies

2. There are 12 vocational societies

3. There are 47 women’s societies

4. There is 1 charitable fund

5. There are 2 charities

	
	Any other comments on the Registration system 


	There is no comment about the registration process

	5
	Reporting & Monitoring

What information must NGOs provide to the Government by law?

To which agencies?

 
	Herewith the information which NGOs are required by law to provide to the government :

1. Names of members of the Board of Governors. Any amendment should be approved by the Ministry.

2. Minutes of the meetings of the Board of Governors and the General Assembly

3. Opening branches for the society or moving its headquarters from one place to another

4. Informing the Ministry about each meeting of the General Assembly at least 15 days beforehand

5. Name of bank and bank account number where it deposits its monies

6. It must receive the approval of the Ministry before it sends delegations abroad or receives foreign delegations

7. It must obtain a permit before it collects money from the public, or holds events or charitable fairs or any other means of collecting monies

	6
	Must all NGOs produce annual reports and financial accounts?  (If not, which?)

Must the accounts be independently verified (eg. By an external auditor)?


	Legally, Societies are not required to submit reports to the government authority supervising them unless asked to do so by that authority. However, they must submit their final accounts and plans for the budget for the next year before the general assembly at an ordinary meeting to be held within the first three months of the year.

Should expenditure or income exceed 10 thousand Omani Riyals (100,000 dirhams), the law requires that an independent outside auditor be appointed.

	7
	What other checks or monitoring do Government agencies undertake?
Which agencies?

 
	Herewith the checks: Monitoring and checking income and expenditure of the Society. Supervising and monitoring projects for raising money from the public. Applying the rule of law.

	8
	If your country has NGOs which operate overseas, please estimate their number and approximate total annual expenditure overseas.   
	No

	
	Any other comments on Reporting and Monitoring
	

	9
	Support

What support or advice is provided to NGOs?  (e.g. published guidance)

Who provides this support?

 
	No support or advice is given to the societies pertaining to purchases. The Board of Governors has the complete freedom in this respect provided it is not for trading purposes or for financial speculation, because the law prohibits the society from doing so.

	10
	How else does Government help NGOs achieve their aims? 


	It provides them with legality to carry out their work through registration and proclamation. Constant guidance. Surmounting difficulties they may face.

Providing annual financial support for women’s societies to enable them to achieve their aims

Providing land of various sizes and providing the necessary funds to build on it or build on part of it at the expense of the government

	11
	Does the Government fund NGOs?  If so, please describe (e.g. start up costs, payment for subcontracted services etc)

	The government funds the Omani women’s societies with a lump sum annually.

	
	Any other comments on Support 
	

	12
	Regulation

What powers to investigate or counter the misuse of NGOs are held by Government agencies? 


	All powers within the law

	13
	Which agencies hold these regulatory powers?  


	1. The body supervising Societies (Department of Societies and Community Clubs and supervisory departments in the regions)

2. Internal auditing department at the Ministry

3. General Secretariat for Financial Control (independent body)

4. Sultunate of Oman Police – criminal investigations

	14
	How often are these powers used in practice?

What problems are evident?

 
	The department has not faced any problems with civil society organisations it supervises based on exploitation or misuse

Evident problems involve lack of knowledge of the rules and clauses of the law and negligence in the use of registers 

	15
	Conclusion

What do you think are the main remaining obstacles to the effective regulation of NGOs in your country?

Do you have any suggestions/plans for improving the situation?


	In the Sultanate of Oman the State, as represented in the public and private sector, encourages and supports non-governmental work and values all the achievements of these societies. However, among the most important obstacles which are worth noting are the lack of funds available to the societies. This is due to the lack of knowledge of the volunteers who run the societies with modern management techniques which will ensure continuous flow of funds to the society. The department is working to rectify the matter.
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